
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year A 
 
 
The Fatal Error 
 
In today’s Gospel Peter commits a fatal error that probably all of 
us have committed at one point or another:  He engages in 
selective hearing and only listens to the first half of what Jesus is 
saying.  Has that ever happened to you?  Someone starts to say 
something and you think you know where the conversation is 
headed and so you start to formulate a response before the other 
person gets done speaking, only to find out that you missed 
something essential.  It’s a common mistake 
 
This Gospel forms a turning point in Jesus’ ministry.  While he 
had been proclaiming the good news of salvation to a wide 
audience, now that the disciples are clued in to his true identity, 
he focuses on them and let them in on the conditions of the 
journey ahead.  Matthew writes, “He shows his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.” 
 
Peter only hears the part about suffering and being killed.  
That’s enough for him to conclude that he needs to take charge 
of the situation.  Maybe he thinks that Jesus is not up to the task 
of being the Messiah and needs someone with more “seasoning” 
to help him through the rough spots.  Peter seems willing to take 
on the role of field marshal.  Clearly, Peter thinks, no movement 
has much of a future if its leader gets cut down before it truly 
gets underway.  Who could argue with that? 
 
 



 
 

Discipleship Runs Against the Grain 
 
This is where the way of discipleship becomes so difficult, so 
counter-intuitive.  Dying? To what end?  Jesus says, “and on the 
third day to be raised.”  But who among the disciples has any 
idea about what that means?  Dying for the sake of rising again?  
Will that even work?  Why not just take control by the means 
already at your disposal and get about the work of transforming 
society from the center of power.  Come on, Jesus, you can do 
it!  We’re here to help you! 
 
And so, the wheel of the rise and fall of empires continues to roll 
along.   
 
A New Way of Thinking:  Do God’s Will First 
 
The turning of Jesus to Peter symbolizes a completely new way 
of thinking.  Peter must submit to it and struggle to understand 
what Jesus has predicted.  The way he thinks is an ordinary way 
of thinking.  It is how humans normally put things together.  But 
it is not how humans in touch with God put things together. 
 
Following Jesus demands a new way of thinking, one that goes 
against the conventional approach, which is, by the way, alive 
and well and widely accepted even today.  The conventional 
approach has to do with preservation rather than transformation, 
with avoidance of suffering and death at all costs, and counting 
on God to help out with all that. 
 



 
 

No Matter What the Consequences 
 
The new way of thinking that Jesus embodies emphasizes the 
doing of God’s will no matter what the consequences, including 
suffering and death, but also resurrection.  Jesus tries to help 
them understand that this way looks like loss but is really gain:  
It makes possible the opening up to and enacting a deeper life 
than the clinging to the temporary security and social position of 
one’s present life. 
 
The kingdom of heaven is this deeper life.  It is what is most 
valuable.  In fact, nothing in this world can measure up to it. 
 
The Great Bargain:  What Looks Like Loss is Really Gain 
 
St. Francis, who listened all the way through to the completion 
of the message, called this the “great bargain.”  He was a 
merchant’s son, you know, and learned to think at an early age 
in commercial terms.  His dad should have been proud, but 
when Francis took things to their logical conclusion, he realized 
that there was nothing on this earth, neither wealth, nor social 
status, nor fame, that could tip the scales against the surpassing 
value of life with God—already in this world and in the life of 
the world to come. 
 
 


